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A Message from the Past President, Scott Grimes 
 ! ƴŜǿ ȅŜŀǊ ƛǎ ƘŜǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƛǘΣ ƴŜǿ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ /¢/Φ ²ŜΩǾŜ ǊŜǾƛǎŜŘ ƻǳǊ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ Ǉƭŀƴ 
by refining our goals, refreshing timelines and recruiting volunteers to guide our programs. We maintained 
many long running partnerships and are excited about many new and emerging partners. We expect to 
launch our re-ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƛƴǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƴŦƛŘŜƴǘ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ŜƴƧƻȅ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ƭƻƻƪ ŀƴŘ ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴΦ !ƭƻƴƎ 
ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƴŜǿ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ǿŜΩǊŜ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƴƎ ǳǇŘŀǘƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ /¢/ ƭƻƎƻ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜ ƳƻǾƛƴƎ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ƳƻŘƛŦȅƛƴƎ ǘƘe 
structure, responsibility and membership of our Board of Directors.  
Revising our strategic plan is a process rather than an event: many elements from our first plan back in the 
мффлΩǎ ŀǊŜ ŎƻǊŜ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƳŀƛƴ ƻǳǊ ŦƻŎǳǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǊŜŦƛƴŜƳŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
2011 ς 2015 CTC Strategic Plan will focus the talents and energy of our volunteers toward well defined 
goals. We identified three broad areas of focus, Board Development, Funding and Marketing/Outreach 
and consolidated our many, diverse programs within these. Thanks to many individuals stepping up we 
have leaders for every program and they are creating annual work plans to achieve ambitious goals. We 
have high expectations for 2012 and need more volunteers to maintain our momentum and push projects 
to success. Thank you to all that agree to help. You can review the entire strategic plan at and volunteer at 
our website www.coloradotrees.org. 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Leading Coloradoôs Efforts to Preserve, Renew, and Enhance Community Forests: Articles, advertisements and classifieds are welcome. 

Please contact Becky Lamphear, Editor for more information (719)385-6543 or rlamphear@springsgov.com. Tree Talk is published twice per 

year by the Colorado Tree Coalition, P.O. Box 808, Broomfield, Colorado. 80038-0808. Articles in the CTC Newsletter are not copyrighted; 

however, permission for reprinting should be obtained from the author(s) with the CTC Newsletter cited as the source. This newsletter is funded 

in part by the Colorado State Forest Service and the USDA Forest Service, Region 2. 

 

 

2011 Annual Report 
 
In this issue: 

 2011 Grant Summaries 
 CTC program Activities 
 Financial Report  
 Please join us on facebook@ 
http://www.facebook.com/p
ages/Colorado-Tree-
Coalition/141759715862175 
and on the web at 
coloradotrees.org! 

 

 

http://www.coloradotrees.org/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Colorado-Tree-Coalition/141759715862175
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Colorado-Tree-Coalition/141759715862175
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Colorado-Tree-Coalition/141759715862175
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Message from Past President Cont. 

/¢/Ωǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ŀǊŜ ƭŜŘ ōȅ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜŘ ōȅ ŀ ǾŀǊƛŜǘȅ ƻŦ ƭƻƴƎ-term partners 
including the federal and state forest services, local communities, associated non-profit organizations, local 
ƴǳǊǎŜǊƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŜŜ ŎŀǊŜ ŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭƛŜŘ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ ²ŜΩǾŜ ƘŀŘ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƻ 
work closely with the Green Industries of Colorado on recommended tree species and best management 
ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǇƭŀƴǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǘǊŜŜǎ ƛƴ /ƻƭƻǊŀŘƻΦ ²ŜΩǊŜ ŀŎǘƛǾŜƭȅ ǎŜŜƪƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƎŀƎƛƴƎ ƴŜǿ 
sponsors for events like our CTC Bike ride, products like our acclaimed Notable Trees of Colorado calendar 
and tours and our tree risk assessment training booklets and workshops as well as our revitalized Awards 
program. A complete list of these important partners, sponsors and supporters is included in our strategic 
plan. If you know an organization that wants to help support our efforts or is interested in sponsoring an 
event, tree planting or project give us a call or send me an e-mail. 

A couple areas we focused on in addition to the strategic plan in 2011 were evaluating our website, 
selecting a web designer to update our site and contracting some of the administrative tasks so our 
leadership can focus on our mission. We determined to improve the graphics and navigability of our site, 
highlight our projects and make it easy for everyone to volunteer, donate, purchase CTC merchandise, link 
to our sponsors and keep up with all the programs and successes. We reviewed proposals and contracted 
ǘƘƛǎ ŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǳǇƎǊŀŘŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ŧŀƭƭ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇŜŎǘ ǘƻ ƭŀǳƴŎƘ ȅŜǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƛƴǘŜǊΦ ²ŜΩǊŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ Ǿƛǎƛǘǎ ǘƻ 
the re-designed site and want to hear how well it meets your needs. Our communications teams including 
the newsletter editor, the webmaster and the Facebook coordinators are looking forward to receiving your 
articles, photos and comments about trees and tree people. As we reviewed our website, we also started 
discussing the possibility of changing and updating our CTC logo. We plan to keep the essence of 
community forestry and individual involvement at the forefront if we do make any changes. Our current 
logo, while more than 20 years old certainly speaks clearly of our goal to engage and improve communities 
one tree at a time. If you have ideas or concepts regarding the CTC logo, our re-designed website or any 
other projects and programs please share them with us on our Facebook page. The Board of Directors 
agreed to hire an independent contractor to work with the Program Leaders and the Executive 
Administrator. We welcome Susan Hardin as the professional that will handle many of the details, provide 
reminders to the Board of upcoming targets and meetings and keep project schedules and task lists 
ǳǇŘŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎΦ ²ŜΩǾŜ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ǎƻƳŜ ƘŜƭǇ ǿƛǘƘ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛǾŜ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ ŦƻǊ 
ǉǳƛǘŜ ǎƻƳŜ ǘƛƳŜ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǿ ǿŜΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŜŦŦƛŎƛŜƴǘ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭΦ {usan has volunteered for 
Ƴŀƴȅ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ƴƻǿ ƛƴǘŜƎǊŀƭ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ΨōŜƘƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŎŜƴŜǎΩ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭΦ 
     Moving forward into 2012 we have an energetic professional landscape architect, city arborist, grounds 

maintenance division manager and stand up comedian stepping up as CTC President. Welcome David Flaig 

from the City of Littleton. Many of you know Dave from his comedy routine at the FRUFC meetings or from 

Ƙƛǎ ǘƛǊŜƭŜǎǎ ǿƻǊƪ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ /¢/ ƎǊŀƴǘǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΦ LΩƳ ŎƻƴŦƛŘŜƴǘ 5ŀǾŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƪeep our organization moving 

forward, assist Program Leaders, develop and recruit new members to our Board of Directors and keep us 

all abreast of the progress and successes CTC enjoys in2012.  

LΩǾŜ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ Ƴȅ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ǘǿƻ ȅŜŀǊs and will stick around a while longer 

to help with the Board Development and Funding aspects of our strategic plan and to keep the Champion 

Tree Classic bike ride pedaling along for another year. Thanks for letting me learn, help and grow with the 

CTC. Geǘ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘΣ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ŜƴƧƻȅ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǳǎΦ 

 

Scott       
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Colorado Tree Coalition Board of Directors 

The accomplishments of the Colorado Tree Coalition are due to the help and support of the Board of Directors and  
the hard-working program/committee members.  They are diligent in seeing that the CTC continues to make strides 
ǘƻ ǇǊŜǎŜǊǾŜΣ ǊŜƴŜǿΣ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŦƻǊŜǎǘǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ /ƻƭƻǊŀŘƻΦ  /¢/Ωǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ōƻŀǊŘ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿǎΥ         

Board 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
North Chapter Representative     Wendy Ball  /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΧΧYŀǊŜƴ {ŎƻǇŜƭ  
Northwest  /ƘŀǇǘŜǊ wŜǇΦΧΧΧΧΧDavid  Hoefer     LΦ{Φ!Φ ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧaƛŎƘŀŜƭ {ǿŀƴǎƻƴ 
Front Range Reps.ΧΧΧΧΦΦ Scott Grimes                  {Φ!ΦCΦ ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧ{ǳǎŀƴ CƻǊŘ 

Dan Odell                  American Forests/Champ Tree..Neal Bamesberger 
                  Becky Lamphear                /¢/ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŀƴΧΧΧΧΧΧΧtƘƛƭƛǇ IƻŜŦŜǊ 
    Kyle Sylvester                  LƴŘǳǎǘǊȅ [ƛŀƛǎƻƴΧΧΧΧΧΧ.ŜŎƪȅ ²ŜƎƴŜǊ   
    David Flaig    LƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜ tŀǎǘ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΧΧ   ¢ƻƳ ²Ŝƭƭǎ 
    Mike McGill         Trees !ŎǊƻǎǎ /ƻƭƻǊŀŘƻΧΧΧΧDŜǊǘƛŜ DǊŀƴǘ  
C.S.F.S./Executive AdministratorΧΧΦΦ.Keith Wood               /Φ{ΦCΦ{ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦ±ƛƴŎŜ Urbina 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Executive Officers 
Strong leadership of a statewide, non-profit, volunteer organization is critical.  The Colorado Tree Coalition had 
strong leadership from the executive board in 2011 and it will continue in 2012.  At the annual meeting in October 
the Colorado Tree Coalition Board of Directors elected the new executive board for 2012.  We would like to take this 
time to say thank you to the people who served in 2011 and to those who are willing to give of their time and talent 
in 2012. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
2011 /¢/ .ƻŀǊŘ ƻŦ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊΩǎ aŜŜǘƛƴƎǎ:  
The Colorado Tree Coalition would like to thank the City of Littleton, The City of Centennial, and for hosting the Board 
ƻŦ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊΩǎ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎǎ ƛƴ нлмм.  Your hospitality and friendliness was much appreciated.  All members of the CTC are 
encouraged to attend and to participate in the meetings.  This is an opportunity to have input on statewide 
community forestry issues and become more involved with the Colorado Tree Coalition.  For more information on 
these meetings contact the CTC Executive Administrator Keith Wood (Keith.Wood@colostate.edu.). 

 
 
 
 

2012 Officers 
David Flaig ς President 

Tom Wells ς Vice President 
Karen Scopelς Secretary 

Becky Wegner ς Treasurer 
Neal Bamesberger ς At Large 

Gertie Grant ς At Large 
Scott Grimes-Past President 

Keith Wood-Executive Administrator 

 

2011 Officers 
Scott Grimes ς President 

Mike McGill ς Vice President 
Karen Scopel ς Secretary 

Becky Wegner ς Treasurer 
Neal Bamesberger ς At Large 

Gertie Grant ς At Large 
 Tom Wells- Past President 

Keith Wood-Executive Administrator 

 

mailto:Keith.Wood@colostate.edu
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Colorado Tree Coalition Committees  
The Colorado Tree Coalition committees and programs could always use more help, please contact any 
committee member below and let them know you are interested. 
 

Board Development Committee 
Overview:  Continue the task of building and maintaining a diverse board of directors as a regular 
assessment; to analyze and revise chapter representation; begin to develop a job description for a paid  
Executive Director. 
Members: 
Scott Grimes (Co-Chair, scottg@ssprd.org)- South Suburban Parks and Recreation Department 
Michael Swanson (Co-Chair)-City and County of Denver 
David Hoefer-Independent 
Keith Wood ςColorado State Forest Service (CSFS) 
 
Marketing and Outreach Committee 
Overview:  conduct community needs assessment survey to better assist existing and potential 
membership: create budget and write grants for marketing consultant: draft and implement marketing 
plan; create funding database to track potential sponsors; attract and maintain membership base. 
Members: 
Chair-vacant 
Kathy Rediske- Hudson Gardens 
Vince Urbina- CSFS 
Tom Wells- City and County of Broomfield 
Keith Wood- (Keith.Wood@colostate.edu.)CSFS 
Phil Hoefer- Hoefer and Associates  
Kristin Drye- Independent 
Lǘ ƛǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊΩǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ /¢/ ƛǎ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŦǳƭŦƛƭƭ ƛǘǎ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ƭŜŀŘ 
Colorado's efforts to preserve, renew, and enhance community forests.  To join CTC or renew your 
membership go to www.coloradotrees.org and join/renew on-line.  contact Kristin Drye at 
kkdrye@gmail.com or Phil Hoefer at pjhoefer@aol.com for membership inquiries. 
 
Program Development Committee 
Overview- 
Expand Trees Across Colorado program; develop standard operating procedures for all successful programs 
to assist in mentoring for program succession. 
Members: 
Mike McGill (mmcgill@erieco.gov.)-Town of Erie 
Gertie Grant-Trees Across Colorado 
Phil Hoefer- Hoefer and Associates 

 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:Keith.Wood@colostate.edu
http://www.coloradotrees.org/
mailto:kkdrye@gmail.com
mailto:pjhoefer@aol.com
mailto:mmcgill@erieco.gov
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Colorado Tree Coalition Programs 
If you are interested in volunteering for a specific program or have any questions regarding a Colorado Tree Coalition 
program please contact the program leader by e-mail. 

Awards Program 
 Vacant (Program Leader), Phil Hoefer, Wendy Ball, Ralph Zentz 

CTC Grant Program 
 Keith Wood (Keith.Wood@colostate.edu.), David Flaig 

Tour de Poudre Bike Classic 
 Scott Grimes (scottg@ssprd.org), Marion Jones 

Champion Tree Program 
 Neal Bamesberger (nbamesberg@hotmail.com), Kyle Sylvester, Ben 

Rickenbacker, Vince Urbina,  
Community Forestry Conferences 

 Keith Wood for Eastern Colorado Communities  
 Vince Urbina for Western Colorado Communities 

Colorado Tree Trust and Reforest Colorado Funds 
 Colorado Tree Trust-Scott Grimes 
 ReForest Colorado- Vince Urbina 

Tree Risk Assessment 
 Bill Cassel (Bill.Cassel@denvergov.org), Ralph Zentz 

Poster contest 
  Doug Schoch Donna Davis, Doug Schoch, Scott Grimes, Tanya 

Czerniakowski, Keith Wood 
Newsletter and Website 

 Newsletter-Becky Lamphear (rlamphear@springsgov.com), Keith Wood, Susan Hardin 
 Website-Kamie Long (kamie.long@colostate.edu.) 
 Facebookς Mike McGill(mmcgill@erieco.gov.),Kyle Sylvester, Jennifer Hrobar, Dan Odell 

Notable Tree Program 
 Notable Tree Calender- Becky Wegner (BeckyWegner@mountainhightree.com), Kathleen Alexander, Neal 

Bamesberger, Phil  Hoefer, Vince Urbina, Keith 
Wood, Jennifer Hrobar  

 Notable Tree Tours-Mike McGill 
Select Tree Evaluation Program 

 Tim Buchanan, Scott Grimes 
Trees Across Colorado 

 Gertie Grant (gertiegrant@estreet.com.), 

Jennifer Hrobar, Robert Bond 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:Keith.Wood@colostate.edu
mailto:nbamesberg@hotmail.com
mailto:rlamphear@springsgov.com
mailto:kamie.long@colostate.edu
mailto:mmcgill@erieco.gov
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2011 Grant Recipients 
Reviewed by Colorado Tree Grants Program Committee 
 

Thanks to on-going financial and administrative support from the USDA Forest Service and the Colorado 
State Forest Service, dues-paying members, and financial partners the Colorado Tree Coalition (CTC) 
awarded just under $28,000 to 10 organizations in 2011.  Along with matching funds provided by the grant 
recipients this helped plant 649 trees in 9 Colorado communities.  Each of these projects allowed residents 
the opportunity to make a difference in their community with a combined total of  607 hours of volunteer 
service.  These grants were made possible through the support of the USDA Forest Service, the Colorado 
State Forest Service, Xcel Energy Vegetation Management, Xcel Energy Foundation and the members of the 
Colorado Tree Coalition.  Since 1991 the Colorado Tree Coalition has awarded 435 grants totaling just under 
$657,000.  These grants have been matched with over $7.5 million in community money and/or time.  As a 
result of these grants over 67,600 trees have been planted throughout the state. 
 

 

 

 

Berthou d Tree Inventory  

 

 

 

 

 

Organization 
Funded 
Request 

Total 
Project 

Cost Match Grant Tier 

 
Number 
of Trees 
Planted 

Needham Elementary-
Durango $1,500 $7,398 $5,898 Planting 

7 

Ordway Tree Board $1,500 $6,511 $5,011 Planting 40 

Berthoud Tree Board $1,500 $4,635 $3,135 Management/Maintenance N/A 

City of Cortez $1,500 $12,158 $10,658 Planting 130 

Town of Hayden $1,500 $4,610 $3,110 Planting 11 

City of Pueblo $5,000 $10,465 $5,465 Xcel Foundation Planting 28 

City of Sterling $5,000 $7,184 $2,184 Xcel Foundation Planting 21 

City of Louisville $5,000 $5,000 0 Xcel Foundation Planting 16 

City of Wheat Ridge $4,000 $6,345 $2,345 Xcel Foundation Planting 385 

Lakewood Green HOA $1,477 $2,329 $852 Xcel Veg. Mgmt. Planting 11 
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Ordway  Tree Planting  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

 

 

Pueblo Tree Planting  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Louisville  Tree Planting  

 

 

 



8 
 

Wheat Ridge Awarded Grant 

Thanks to Colorado Tree Coalition & Xcel energy the city of Wheat Ridge was awarded a $4000 grant. This 

grant was used to purchase 385 native cottonwood trees of various sizes to replace trees that were lost 

along the Greenbelt in the severe storm in 2009. Some key benefits provided by the trees include carbon 

sequestration, cleaner air, reduction in storm water runoff and increased habitat for wildlife. 
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Tour de Poudre Bike Classic 
Dawn greeted the 21 eager riders on Sunday June 26th as they met at New Belgium Brewery in Fort 

Collins for the 12th annual Colorado Tree Coalition (CTC) bike ride: Tour des Poudre. A quick greeting, some 
bagels and juice, a short logistics talk, a group photo and off they went on their way to the Poudre Learning 
Center in Greeley and back. These early risers were raising dollars for trees as they pedaled the 60 mile 
route along the scenic Poudre River trail.  

Almost before the first group was on their way, another 30 equally eager riders arrived for the 30 
mile trip to Eastman Park in Windsor and back. They paused for photos taken the baldcypress tree donated 
by Arbor Valley Nursery and perfectly suited and planted by Ken and his folks. 

The early risers arrived at the Poudre Learning Center to the encouragement of CTC volunteers 
Susan Hardin and Robert Bond ready with snacks, water and smiles of their own. Alas, the vigorous 
lanceleaf cottonwood donated by Arbor Valley Nursery planted by Shiloh Hatcher, City Forester and his 
Greely forestry team was 4 miles of flooded trail further east at Rover Run Dog Park. No photo opportunity 
with the new tree, but no complaints either as the riders filled their water bottles and turned west as the 
temperatures rose toward 90 degrees. Besides, halfway along the 30 mile return ride awaited more banana 
bread, smiles and the baldcypress to get that photo. 

Back at New Belgium Brewery, riders and volunteers enjoyed sub sandwiches and the finest cold 
beverages available in the comfortable and well stocked tasting room provided by our generous hosts. 
Tallying up our efforts, as we toasted a great ride on a beautiful day we applauded the 51 risers that 
pedaled over 2000 total miles and rose over $ 3,400. The net proceeds shared by the educational programs 
of the Colorado Tree Coalition and the arboricultural research of the TREE Fund. 

Thanks to New Belgium Brewery (especially Pete Carmichael and his team) for hosting, Arbor Valley 
Nursery for the trees, Mountain High Tree and Lawn Care, Phelan Gardens, Allstate Insurance, ISA/RMC and  
Little Valley Wholesale Nursery for helping cover our expenses. A special thanks to all the wonderful CTC 
volunteers that organize, guide and support the Tour des Poudre and are truly the heart of our success: 
Marion Jones, Kamie Long, Becky Lamphear, Keith & Teresa Wood, Phil & Marcia Hoefer, Susan Hardin, 
wƻōŜǊǘ .ƻƴŘΣ {ƘƛƭƻƘ IŀǘŎƘŜǊΣ YŜƴ YŀǿŀƳǳǊŀΣ ²ŜƴŘȅ .ŀƭƭΣ !ƭƛǎƻƴ hΩ/ƻƴƴƻǊΣ 5ŀƴƛŜƭƭŜ DǊƛƳŜǎ ϧ 9ǊƛŎ 5ƛȄƻƴ 
(who introduced our youngest volunteer, five week old Dominic Scott Dixon). 

For tƘƻǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƳƛǎǎŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ƎƻƻŘ ǘƛƳŜǎΣ ǿŜΩǊŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ƴŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŜǾŜƴǘΦ tƭŀƴ ǘƻ 
join us and watch our website at www.coloradotrees.org or catch up with us on Facebook for details. 
Thanks again to all that helped us exceed our goals in funds raised for trees, numbers of riders and and fun 
for all as we helped benefit community forests.  
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.coloradotrees.org/
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Champion Tree Program  
 Submitted by Neal Bamesberger, Champion Tree Coordinator for the CTC: 

To date we have 17 new #1 trees for 2011. Among the notables are; Cutleaf European Beech, Hoptree, Contorted 
Eastern White Pine, Netleaf Hackberry, Osage Orange and Crack Willow. The current state champion Douglas-fir is 
located in southern Colorado; it has the largest diameter of any conifer in the state at 82.5 

 

In Search of "Ole Blue" by Philip Hoefer* 

It was July 26, 2011. My brother, David Hoefer, and I met Kamie Long and Vince Urbina at the Lake Fork boat dock, 
Blue Mesa Reservoir. Kamie and Vince work for the Colorado State Forest Service, Grand Junction District. This was 
the day that we were finally going to hike to the site where the nation's largest blue spruce (Picea pungens) once 
stood. At some point this grand tree died or was damaged and lost its champion status. Now the nation's biggest 
Colorado blue spruce is located in the Ashley National Forest, Utah. Our purpose was to find the remnants of "Ole 

Blue" and maybe find a kindred tree of great stature that might bring the "champion status" back to Colorado. 
It was a calm and pleasant morning. We got situated in my brother's boat and headed across the placid waters of 

Blue Mesa Reservoir and into the West Elk Creek drainage. This year the reservoir was completely full and we were 
ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ Ŧƭƻŀǘ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ǿŀȅ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǾŜΧΧCƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ {ǘƻǊȅ Ǝƻ ǘƻ www.coloradotrees.org 

 
 
 
Bring Back the Blue! 
The Colorado Tree Coalition is offering a $500 reward to the 
ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ά.ǊƛƴƎƛƴƎ IƻƳŜ ǘƘŜ .ƭǳŜέΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ Ϸрлл 
reward is available to anyone who finds a blue spruce (Picea 
pungens) to dethrone the current National Champion growing in 
Utah.  Find a Colorado Blue Spruce that scores higher than the 328 
Ǉƻƛƴǘ ǘƻǘŀƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦ǘŀƘ ƛƴǘŜǊƭƻǇŜǊΥ  ¢ƘŜ ¦ǘŀƘ ǘǊŜŜ ƛǎ мнтέ ǘŀƭƭ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ 
ŎƛǊŎǳƳŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ мфлέ ŀƴŘ ŀƴ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜ ŎǊƻǿƴ ǎǇǊŜŀŘ ƻŦ поέΦ  
/ƻƭƻǊŀŘƻΩǎ ŎƘŀƳǇƛƻƴ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ǎŎƻǊŜǎ нуф points and is located in 
The San Juan National Forest.  Grab your map and measuring tape 
and BRING BACK THE BLUE!!!!   

 

 

http://www.coloradotrees.org/
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Community Education/Conferences/Workshops 
Eastern Colorado Community Forestry Conference 
The annual Eastern Colorado Community Forestry Conference was held at the Windsor Recreation Center Saturday, March 

12, 2011 and was fabulously hosted by the Town ƻŦ ²ƛƴŘǎƻǊΩǎ ¢ǊŜŜ .ƻŀǊŘΦ  hǾŜǊ р0 attendees participated in the 

conference this year including presenters, Tree Board 

members, interested citizens, and community and agency 

representatives from northern Colorado.  The conference 

focused on providing information to tree boards and the 

general public on new varieties of trees to try and the latest 

insect and diseases to be aware of, and included a tree board 

poster session. Ending the day a panel of experts representing 

agencies and non-profits presented information on programs 

and services available from their organizations and took 

questions from the audience. Sponsors of the workshop 

included the Colorado Tree Coalition, the Colorado State Forest 

Service, Colorado State University Extension, the Windsor Tree 

Board, and the Town of Windsor.  The Colorado Tree Coalition 

was able to display and hand out many items at this event and distributed 

and took donations for its 2011 Notable Trees of Colorado calendar.                                                                    

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Western Colorado Community Forestry Conference 
The 21st annual Community Forestry Conference for Western Colorado was 

hosted by the Town of Buena Vista and the Salida District of the Colorado State 

Forest Service (CSFS) on October 7th.  ¢ƘŜ ǘƘŜƳŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǿŀǎ 

Community Forests: Solutions for Tree Lovers and City Planners.   
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Tree Risk Assessment 
Submitted by Bill Cassel, Tree Risk Assessment Program Coordinator for the CTC 

The Tree Risk Committee performed a sensitizing workshop Tree Risk Management in conjunction with the 
Front Range Community Forestry Council meeting in March.  The City of Brighton was the host and 
attendance was a near record turnout.  The American National Standards Institute and the International 
Society of Arboriculture released standards for Tree Risk Assessment and accompanying Best Management 
Practices. 
The Tree Risk Committee began the process of reviewing current programs and updating our program, 
process and procedures.  This alignment will follow national trends, but still allow for prioritization of 
groups of trees.   For the first time, our program will move into the traditional forested areas of Colorado.  
The revitalized Committee brings 
hundreds of years of experience to 
this process.  In addition to 
Community and State Forestry 
officials, consulting arborist and 
foresters, and United States Forest 
Service scientists are assisting in 
development of the new handbook 
and training materials. 
 

Three small training sessions are 

already scheduled for spring of 2012. 

For further information, contact Bill 

Cassel at bill.cassel@denvergov.org. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

mailto:bill.cassel@denvergov.org
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Colorado Arbor Day Poster Contest 
Jeneva Moreno, a fifth-ƎǊŀŘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ŀǘ 5ŜƴǾŜǊΩǎ 5ƻǳƭƭ 9ƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ǿŀǎ ǎŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴƴŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ нлмм 

/ƻƭƻǊŀŘƻ !ǊōƻǊ 5ŀȅ tƻǎǘŜǊ /ƻƴǘŜǎǘΦ WŜƴŜǾŀΩǎ ǇƻǎǘŜǊΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŘŜǇƛŎǘǎ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘǊŜŜǎ ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜȅ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘ ƻǳǊ 

community, were on display at the State Capitol from April 15 until April 21, along with the posters of the other 43 

state finalists.  A panel of judges from the Colorado Tree Coalition (CTC) selected the winning poster from more than 

800 entries submitted by fifth graders throughout /ƻƭƻǊŀŘƻΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŎƻƴǘŜǎǘ ǘƘŜƳŜΣ Celebrate 

Trees in Our Community, was not lost on Jeneva, who drew an apple tree filled with birds and surrounded by playing 

children. Jeneva was recognized on Monday, April 18 at 9:00 a.m. in a presentation near the display of the state 

ŦƛƴŀƭƛǎǘǎΩ ǇƻǎǘŜǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ wƻǘǳƴŘŀ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜ /ŀǇƛǘƻƭΦ !ŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅΣ wŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜ WŜŀƴƴŜ [ŀōǳŘŀΣ 5-Denver, 

recognized Jeneva in front of the State House Assembly.  Lƴ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŀƴŎŜ ǿŜǊŜ WŜƴŜǾŀΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΣ 5ƻǳƭƭ tǊƛƴŎƛǇŀl Daniel 

Villescas, teacher Ruth Ramsey, Colorado State Forest Service (CSFS) Assistant Staff Forester Keith Wood, CSFS La 

Junta District Forester Donna Davis, CSFS Golden District forester Collin Wassink, Denver City Forester Robert Davis 

and Denver Arbor Day Poster Coordinator Doug Schoch. The 2011 Colorado Arbor Day Poster Contest is sponsored by 

the Colorado Tree Coalition, the Colorado State Forest Service and ArborScape Services. 
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Newsletters/Web Site/Face book Program 
/¢/Ωǎ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊ Tree Talk continues to be distributed electronically to those 
signing up to receive it on www.coloradotrees.org.  To help with cost savings in 
2011, the newsletter will continue to be published only twice, those issues being 
the annual report in January and a mid-year electronic version of Tree Talk.  
Articles, advertisements and classifieds are welcome.  
 Please contact Becky Lamphear, rlamphear@springsgov.com  
 
Have you checked out the site at www.coloradotrees.org ƭŀǘŜƭȅΚ  ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǇƭŜƴǘȅ 
of great information on all these programs and new information on feature 
trees.  If you have something you would like added to or updated on the 
website, please e-mail the word or PDF document by the last week of the each 
month to Kamie at kamie.long@colostate.edu  She will then send the list of 
ŎƻƳǇƛƭŜŘ ǳǇŘŀǘŜ Řŀǘŀ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /¢/Ωǎ ǿŜō ǎƛǘŜ ƘƻǎǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƛƳŜƭȅ ǳǇŘŀǘƛƴƎΦ  
 
±ƛǎƛǘ /¢/Ωǎ CŀŎŜōƻƻƪ ǇŀƎŜ ŀǘ http://www.facebook.com/pages/Colorado-Tree-Coalition/141759715862175. Let us 
know what you think! 

 
NEW!!! 
Follow us on Twitter and The grove! 
https://twitter.com/#!/COTreeCoalition 
http://thegrove.americangrove.org/group/coloradogrove 
 
Notable Tree Program 
Notable Tree Calendar, Submitted by Becky Wegner 

 
2011 Sponsors 
Xcel Energy 
Mile High Million 
USFS 
ISA-RMC 
Eaglecrest Nursery 
Fort Collins Wholesale Nursery 
Lone Tree 
7 Falls  
Alameda Wholesale Nursery 
City of Brighton 
Little Valley Wholesale Nursery 

  
 

 
 

Notable Tree Tours 
There are currently three Notable Tree Tour brochures in publication for the cities of Fort Collins, Boulder, and 
Colorado Springs.  The Colorado Tree Coalition administers the Notable Tree Tour program with the support of the 
community and sponsors that make it all happen.  The CTC would like to especially thank Alameda Wholesale Nursery 
for its continual support of this program.  Ideas for a notable tree tour in your town or area please contact program 
coordinator Mike McGill at mmcgill@erieco.gov.  

http://www.coloradotrees.org/
mailto:rlamphear@springsgov.com
http://www.coloradotrees.org/
mailto:kamie.long@colostate.edu
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Colorado-Tree-Coalition/141759715862175
https://twitter.com/#!/COTreeCoalition
http://thegrove.americangrove.org/group/coloradogrove
mailto:mmcgill@erieco.gov
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Select Tree Evaluation Program 
Submitted by Tim Buchanan, Select Tree Committee Chair 

The Select Tree Committee (STEP) continues to work with the Colorado Nursery Association. Three Front Range 
Urban Forestry Council (FRUFC) members are serving on a Tree Recommendation and Selection Committee.  This 
committee will provide for meaningful dialogue between participating organizations and will assist with a tree list for 
Colorado.  The 2011 STEP tree was  Sensation Boxelder-!ŎŜǊ ƴŜƎǳƴŘƻ Ψ{ŜƴǎŀǘƛƻƴΩ: ¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ¢ƘŜ 

City of Thornton, City of Colorado Springs, Ken-Caryl Ranch Metropolitan District, and 
The City of Aurora.  
 

The 2012 Select tree will be the Wavyleaf Oak has been selected as the STEP tree for 

2012. Cities or communities should contact me if they are interested in being part of 

the program in 2012 (tbuchanan@hotmail.com.) Three communities will each be 

able to purchase 3 trees for trial in their areas. These are multi-stem 6 foot plants in 

root control bags. This is an excellent plant for low water and xeriscape areas. The 

price is approximately $130 per tree.  

 

Trees Across Colorado Program (TAC) 
Program administered by Gertie Grant 

 
TAC is in its ninth year, helping communities involve 
volunteers in tree planting. Participating in the program 
also provides the opportunity for community outreach with 
information about the benefits of trees, good species 
selection and proper tree planting and maintenance 
practices. On Tuesday and Wednesday, April 13 and 14, 
2010 Trees Across Colorado provided 19 groups with over 
1,600 trees for planting in communities across Colorado. 
Organizers included city arborists, Tree Boards, and 
neighborhood organizations. Four drop sites were set up in 
Windsor, Arvada, Littleton and Colorado Springs where 
participating groups picked up their tree orders.  The 
majority of trees distributed through this program are low 
water-demand and, at 8-12 feet tall and 1 to 1.5 inches in 
caliper, are a good size for volunteers to plant.  Trees Across 

Colorado continues to be a successful program in distributing low cost, high quality trees to communities and groups 
all over Colorado and has been a successful fundraiser for CTC as well, bringing in over $11,000 in 2010!  For 
ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ¢ǊŜŜǎ !ŎǊƻǎǎ /ƻƭƻǊŀŘƻ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ Ŏŀƭƭ /¢/Ωǎ ¢ǊŜŜǎ !ŎǊƻǎǎ /ƻƭƻǊŀŘƻ /ƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊ DŜǊǘƛŜ 
Grant at 303-744-3882 or email her at gertiegrant@estreet.com. 
 

 
 

 

mailto:tbuchanan@hotmail.com

